CALIFORNIA STATE AUDITOR
Report 2024-114 | December 2025

Table 3
Staffing Agencies Can Offer Higher Starting Salaries Than the State Does for Certain Job Classifications at
Atascadero and Salinas Valley

HOURLY SALARY RANGE
STATE EMPLOYEES
JOB CLASSIFICATION (STAFFING AGENCY WEBSITES) (CALCAREERS)
Certified Nursing Assistant Porterville: $24.50 $26-$29
Salinas Valley: $25-$45
Registered Nurse Atascadero: $60-$92 $58-$80
Porterville: $34-$75
Licensed Vocational Nurse Atascadero: $40-$55 $31-$46

Porterville: $30-$40
Salinas Valley: $45-$50

Psychiatric Technician Porterville: $25-$32 $35-$48
Salinas Valley: $45-$52

Clinical Social Worker Atascadero: $70-$85 $53-%64
Salinas Valley: $75-$79

Psychiatrist Atascadero: $250-$340 $146-$207

Psychologist Salinas Valley: $110-$170 $56-$85

Radiology Technician Atascadero: $40-$65 $38-$46

Source: Staffing agency websites and CalCareers.
Notes: Ranges with higher average and maximum salary are shown in green.

For each job classification, salary range is based on job posts in July 2025 from the websites of one or more staffing agencies that provide contract
staff to the audited facility. In several instances, staffing agencies did not have active job posts for positions at the audited facility. As a result, some
of the data come from job posts for positions at locations other than the audited facility. For state employees, salary range for each classification is
based on three different job posts on CalCareers, typically for a position at one of the audited facilities. State employees receive benefits including

healthcare, pension plans, and social security. These benefit costs are not reflected in the salary ranges we show here.



